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Forming a Government
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Name:

Mods:

Coming Trouble for the New Nation
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Chapter 4: Sections 1 & 2
Articles of Confederation 
1. What was the first constitution of the United States called?

2. What was the ratification process of the Articles of Confederation? What slowed the process down?

Fill in the Blanks:
Each state had _________ vote in Congress. Congress could ___________________ among the states, make ________, borrow ________________, and make ______________ with other countries and with the _______________________________.  Congress could also ask the states for ____________ and _____________. However, states had the power _________________________. The government did not have a _______________ or a national ________________ system. 
3. How did the power of the national government compare to the state government power?

4. Why do you think the states did not want to create a constitution with a powerful central authority?

Northwest Territory
1.  What was the purpose of the Land Ordinance of 1785?
2.  According to the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, what steps did a territory need to take in order to become a state?

3. What important rights did the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 provide?

Read the four prompts below and respond to them thoughtfully in the provided boxes.
1. Under British rule, only free, white men that owned land could vote?

Why do you think suffrage was limited to this group? Respond in the box below:


2. As states began to write their own constitutions, suffrage was expanded to white males who paid taxes. Why do you think many states did this? Respond in the box below:


3. Some states had allowed women and free African Americans the right to vote.  But this

right was taken away. Why do you think many states did this? Respond in the box below:























































4. In every state, only white men who owned land could be elected to public office. Why do you think government positions were limited to this group? Respond in the box below:
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The New Nation Faces Challenges

1. What problems did the United States have with Great Britain after the revolutionary war?

2. How did the weakness of the Articles of Confederation affect the U.S. relations with other nations?

3. What impact on the economy did the closing of the British West Indies have on the U.S. economy?

4. Why were the states called the “Dis-United States” by a British magazine?

Economic Problems

1. How did inflation occur in the states?

2.  What is a depression?

Shays’s Rebellion & Calls for Change

1. Massachusetts refused to print money to pay its war debt. How did the state plan to raise money to pay the debt?

2. Why did the angry farmers in Massachusetts close down courts?

3. What was the punishment for the rebels in Massachusetts?
4.  How did Shay’s Rebellion highlight the weakness of the Articles of Confederation?

5. Why do you think some states did not send delegates to Annapolis, Maryland?
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Constitutional Convention Lecture Notes
Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Where was the convention held?

How many delegates were at the Constitutional Convention?

How many delegates at the convention signed the Declaration of Independence?

What state did not send representative? Why?
Famous attendees
James Madison
George Washington

Roger Sherman

Alexander Hamilton
Who was not in attendance?

Describe a time in your life where you had to compromise:

Topics of Debate

1.






3.

2.






4.

Virginia Plan







           New Jersey Plan

The Great Compromise

Constitutional Convention Delegates

Use the website below to learn more about 14 of the delegates at the Constitutional Convention:

http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/convention/christy/
Use the mouse to scroll over a name of a delegate in this painting. Click on the name of the delegate, then click on the “Learn More” button on the right side below the detailed picture.
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Constitutional Convention (continued)

The issue of slavery:


North’s beliefs:



1.



2.


South’s beliefs:



1.


Three- Fifths Compromise:

Slave Trade Compromise:


Many Northern

Southern states
Compromise:

The words “slavery” and “slave” did not appear in the Constitution.  How were they referred to in the document?
Section 3 & 4: Ratifying the Constitution

For the first few questions, please use the end of Chapter 4, Section 3 (pg. 129 and 130).


1)  What is federalism?


__________________________________________________________________


2)  Why did the delegates at the Constitutional Convention feel federalism was needed?


__________________________________________________________________


3)  Name the three branches of Government

  ________________, _________________ and ______________________.


4)  Which branch is made up of two houses?  _____________________


5)  Name those two houses:  ____________________ and  __________________


6)  The President is a member of which branch of gov’t?  ___________________


7)  Which branch reviews the laws?  _______________________


8)  What does a system of “checks and balances” do?


__________________________________________________________________

Federalists and Antifederalists  
Federalists and Antifederalists engaged in debate over the new Constitution 
1. What were the Federalists’ main arguments in favor of the Constitution? 

2. What were the Antifederalists’ main fears regarding the Constitution?

Federalist Papers 

The Federalist Papers played an important role in the fight for ratification of the Constitution 

1. Who were the main authors of the Federalist Papers? 

2. What fears did the Federalist Papers address? 

3.   Why was it important that all 13 states ratify the Constitution?

Bill of Rights
Ten amendments were added to the Constitution to provide a Bill of Rights to protect citizens. 

1. What did the Bill of Rights protect? 

2. How are amendments added to the Constitution?

3. What relationship exists between the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights? 
Drawing Conclusions
You are a Federalist. You want to convince the Antifederalists that the new Constitution will not allow one group of people to dominate politics. The best way to do this is to highlight the built in checks and balances of the national government. You decide to draw a political cartoon.
Draw a cartoon that highlights the benefits of Federalism and the system of checks and balances.




















































